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We are holding our article on the Hard Times 
Conference tor one more packet in order to include 
evaluations by various organizat ions that attended, 
as well as of the conference organizers 0 We have 
printed the photos to go with it in this packet, 
though , 

Included in this packet is a book review first 
printed in RT: A Journal of Radical Therapy on 
"hyperactive" children and child control. The 
February -March issue of RT includes several other . 
articles and more information on the subjects For 
more information, write to them at Box 89, West 
Somerville, MA 02144. 

In our next packet we f ll have an article about 
the nine-month civil war in Lebanon and about the 
recent settlement there. 

Despite recent statements by New York State 
officials about ending prosecution of the Attica 
cases, another major trial has just begun. Pre- 
trial hearings against ten Attica defendants, each 
charged with ten counts of kidnapping, are now 
taking place in Buffalo, New York, The last cases 
ended in dismissal for seven defendants in early 
November * We* 11 keep you informed as the trial 
progresses . 

Just a reminder — your February bills will 
be arriving soon from LNS, Please try to pay 
regularly and promptly. 

For now, 

LNS 
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SECOND BERTRAND RUSSELL TR1BDNA1 CONDEMNS 
U S POM NAT ; ON AND REPRESSION !N l AT . N AMERICA 

NEW v CRK . INS)- -” A coherent ry-tem of 
d.ininat.ng ard exploitation has reread throughout 
Latin Am era.a, and the mult mat .icna ; organizations 
ard the Unit ed States of America aro md.nl> respon- 
sible i c i t h .. ' phenomenon,” concluded the second 
Bertrand Ru -eii Tribunal at its th,id and f.nal 
session n Rome, :n January, 1976 The Tribunal was 
convened in ;975 at the request ot taib ot 
rerre - - :c:r in 1 at in America 

More than 200 speakers and wiTuc.-^e- item 
1 a r i n Arne l c a , Eu r ope and t he IJn ued St a t e ~ pa r t i - 
cipated, nclud..ng members of libeiai. *on movements, 

1 . 1 ad e unions, professional as s ov. iat .on: , universities, 
and i u r a ! organisations They to, U: c-d rhe.c test i- 
moriv on t^e v e countries -- Argent, i.o, Bci,via, 

B i a : , i , C h . i e , c o • omb i a , Gua t e ma x a , 1 L-. iU, Nicaragua, 
Laiagua), 1'ueito Rico, the Dorn in:, an Republic, and 
IJi ugua> 

M t (•: • e i c- : v ing test imony and ao*. umenr s on 
T ep r c* — .on, iinti-trade union actiwT>, economic 
t- .\piOi tat io n and domination, the r . - p^rwh . 1 j r y 
ot " r he a rued icrces, cultural dvimn.o ; cn, the role 
of tlu* chur <hes, and the law, the lr buna- condemned 
tbe gv . f'i nmrnT s ot the twelve cvunt. r.tr a ' ’’guilty 
ot t r \ j'lOUs, systematic and repeated , .ol at ions 
ot human right- " 

"l\c a -• i r iinper tali sm, ” T he i - • bur-a • , >» ik 1 uded, 

" . r p> eg r c — i .■ e 1 y being o i ga n i : c- d « h r - ugh a s ene > 
of conqur'O'., p,liage and v idem v, wh : h has enabled 
? to impose t r. interests, value- and models on a 
v e r y 1 1 , i go part of the wo rid 

Hhc- doniiiMtiun of the IVcu-acrn . ndu - 1 r i a 1 1 zed 
v Guru ire- 0 nd above all the United vatu^ ol America, 
ha- entered into a new phase which ^ characterized 
bv r he i n t en- 1 1 \ ing concentration and . nter-pene- 
t Jtl t;on of polit*cal power and cap.t ai , whose ob- 
iii.T-.it;- and method- cunc ide 

’’The lcPi ennation ot capita* ha- produced 
i) i g tJ ii t . i en t e r pr i .- es call ed 1 mu i < i na t .. • na 1 s ’ wh i c h 
operate at 1 ire world level, piliag^ng raw materials, 
tending .heap labour and creating new markets By 
m c - t d'g * h e i r own capital d l i e *. t « v in the I h i r cl 
Ivor id vc.nntrie^ they play a dcminat ng role m the 
ccorom*v 1 it c- ot the count. lies on.-mned 

",\t the same time,” r he Tr.buna 1 asserted, 
’’tcundat iuns , uni vers it •*- , the- ■ bur her, are coop- 
r i a t ; ng T o d * s s em mate c u i T u r a i and s c c \ a 1 mode 1 s 
rha f are foreign to the tradition-, the personality 
..iid ; n T e r e r. t s ot the people ot Latin America 
ihe^r- node Is are based on the ideology of c.onsump- 
t ton ard submission and they try to make people 
a s ha rue c ct T he.r own culture, per -raiding them that 
rhf-N at incapable of deciding then own way ot 
i * r.g ” 

Mi i i taxy Dorn i Pa r or> 

A- tor military domination, the Iribunal 
- 1 a T c d ”rhe U S A intervene- direct- ] y in the 
ntemal attaiis of the Latin Amer aan countries; 
r h c- v -end in a corps of treeps ui meice nar ies, as m 
— i'ACin 1 LIBERATION News Service 


Guatemala m 19S4, m Cuba m 1961 and in the 
Dominican Republic m 1965, and they organize 
subversion through their secret service in 
collaboration with the multinational corpora- 
tions - a- rhe hearings and the reports of the 
U s Cong;e-- have shown in the case of Chilec 

”lV.th;n a very elaborate -ystem of treaties 
and pacT> : the armies of Latin America are entirely 
dependent on the Pentagon and the American enter- 
prises wh.vh furnish their arms and their train- 
ing The-e arnues, by controlling all aspects of 
public Site, maintain barbarcus oppression, 
permitting f he dominating countries to develop 
their strategy with the minimum of obstacles,, 

’’Armaments ha' e new become the most, profitable 
bu- . ne- - that exists r they represent an annual 
figure of 300 billion dollars The stocks of 
n .,clear ,rm- in the United Stares and m the Soviet 
Union alone- had, by -969, reached an explosive 
force ot j0 t 0 15 tons of TNT for each man, 
woman and eh* id on earth Since then, the stocks 
h^e beer. v ont nualiy increasing The U S alone 
;.v. cu;rcnr ;\ producing three hydrogen bombs a day 
and the Sov ct Dm on dees likewise 

Peomes Res :t ance 

X . _ _ . - - - 

" n the- [a i=on: a nd •. amp-, cf Brazil and 
UiLig'jav," r he Tribuna' -a ,d , " [peopl e] stand up 
and det> r hf ir torturers, making their efforts 
L iio--. From Chi.e, astonishing reports reach us 
rray.ng that the popular resistance is continually 
im ru: ..ng and can be seen by iota of signs m the 
1 ref's, j n songs and in jokes, on the walls and 
, n -he i : i c u i at r on of clandestine literature In 
Argent. ria, we get news cf popular struggles, 
organ. zed to the extent rha T they provoke real 
h,j.Tie- between rhe governmental and para-military 
repress! v e f o • v es and armies of national liberation. 

"'he -euend Russen Ti.bunal," the group 
I'se/red, "knowing that it is powerless compared 
w : oh the < : -jnonnf , political and military powers 
who-e i ondv t if has condemned, cannot conclude 
: r , liork iv . ■ hou r calling upon the only international 
tor-.e capobie of ; topp:r.g the advance of imperialism, 
the popu.ar masses, particularly the workers, their 
u t gar. i c.i t i ce and their nr einat lonal solidarity, 
b./t d i, 0 rhe peasants, the intellectuals and those 
member- of the middle classes who identify themselves 
with the v aggies of the people and thetr sacrifice 

"it s eery urgent tha r a.l people m the 
developed •oun’ries, in the countries of the West 
and t have of the hast, discover their common 
:r.ffciest and that workers of the developed countries, 
especially the Un.ted S»ates, realize that they 
theimeive- are the victims of exploitation by the 
multinational corporations " 

Wants Action 

the lr -banal caiied for positive actions to be 
taken, tils', the creation of an International 
Foundation tor the Rights and Liberation of Peoples, 
to study imperialist domination at all levels; and 
second, the launching of an Association of the 
Rights and Defense of Peoples, "to bring together 
in gras-i oo t s ac f ton all those who wiih to coordinate 
their efforts r o make T he libeiation struggle more 
effective " 


(#764) 


February 7, 1 9 7 6 


more 


I he 1 r 1 buna 1 concluded its statement on a note 
t t i.utioi.s optimism: "To all those who have 

tci lowed out work and receive the appeal that 
concludes it, ue state out conviction that it is 
worthwhile struggling and that the future 
beicngs to those who believe in justice and 
soceroignt} for the peoples who are marching to- 
wards the lcconquc.'t of their common destiny. 
History i s a..-o marching and the feeling of its 
increment is to he found in the words of llo Chi 
M , nil when he said: ’Nothing is more precious 

than independence and freedom.’ 

"Ours is an ’optimism without naivete,’ the 
ir i buna 1 asserted, "but full of human spirit, 
of the ]t> of living and loving which, one day, 
Kill nelp us ail T o arrive together on the banks 
of a fist, ur - wh . v h i- better and more just." 


- 30- 
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BICENTENNAIL PARADE A HAZARD FOR WORKERS 

NEW YORK (LNS)--Walt Disney's Bicentennial 
spectacular, America on Parade, has turned into 
a nightmare for its participants who must dress in 
cumbersome- and often treacherous costumes . 

What appears as fun and fantasy to spectators 
is turning into living hell for Disney employees* 

For starters, the men and women wearing the huge 
puppet heads have only a screen measuring four 
by six inches to peer through. With visibility 
so severely limited, accidents are bound to happen, 
and they have--Minnie Mouse '.crashing into a ten-ton 
float, for example. 

There’s also the heat. With Florida tempera- 
tures regularly hitting 90 degrees, the costumed 
employees have begun to drop like flies. ’The 
astronaut fainted one time,” said one puppet 
figure * ”He was just hanging there strapped to 
his rocket.” 

Finally, the people dressed as Disney characters 
charge that the metal brace stabilizing their 
costume heads may act as a lightning rod during 
electrical storms . 

Speaking from his office in Fantasyland, Disney 
public relations man Charles Ridgeway scoffed at 
the workers’ complaints, terming them ”an isolated 
thing. ” 

- 30 - 

(Thanks to the People’s Bicentennial Commission) 
************************************************** 

JUSTICE DEPARTMENT WILL NOT PROSECUTE THOSE 

INVOLVED IN CIA ASSASSINATION PLOTS 

NEW YORK (LNS] --The U.S. government has decided 
that prosecution of those involved in CIA assassi- 
nation plots in the past amounts to "a dry hole," 
according to one Justice Department source close 
to the investigation. 

The CIA is known to have been involved in 
assassination plots against at least three heads 
of state: Fidel Castro in Cuba, Patrice Lumumba 

in the Congo, and Rafael Trujillo in the Dominican 
Republic . 

The Justice Department says that it is still 
leaving open ; nvest i gations of more minor CIA 
illegal activities, including the Agency's 20-year 
program of opening foreign mail entering the 
United States; more than 60 wiretaps and bugs 
used illegally by the Agency; and at least one 
burglary committed by CIA employees. 

The Criminal Division is also said to be 
investigating former CIA director Richard Helms 
for possible perjury before the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee in 1973. 

The Justice Department will have to hurry, 
however, if it wants to prosecute former director 
Helms on a possible charge of authorizing illegal 
burglary; the five year statute of limitations for 
that charge expires some time in February. 
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CAL I r OkXlrt S“Na It VO IE CUTS OFF AGRICULTURAL BOARD FUNDING; 
t ARM LrtBOR ELECTIONS STOP COLD 

by Bob Barber 

saCRaMEN I j ; CA. (LNS ) — California’s agribusiness 
mu-reals ana ih- Teamsters Union succeeded in their 
dii;e t^ --h Tv iarm labor union election process 
whi^h b*rg a n .;.iv rive months ago. 

On jc. I* t a coalition ot Republicans and 

rural Dem^.-acc: dticdted an appropriations bill in 
the State Sena.c t: continue funding the Agricultural 
Lao. r Re-c.Ci.il = B^aid (ALRB), the state agency respon- 
sible ..na -.ting the elections The ALRB halted 

an jpcrai February 6. 

Ih- -aiTu d 3 \ qS the fund-cutoff vote, about 1200 
tdiiii wo;.c i: : i _ m db far away as Coachella, 500 miles 
to the swath, -aiiied on the steps ot the state _api- 
lul u - threat.- ti icnewed^tr ikes and boycotts if the 
ALRB was ax.^CcC to die* "If the growers want war, 
the’v’ii ha . . At _. £ " said United Farm Workers Union 

(UFW) lL-adi; U-aL Chavez m a statement from the 
union’s ncaa s >n;c£S outside Bakersfield- 

Ihc U r vv naS started a campaign to send letters, 
telegrams a: ... .ail the Republican leader gi the 
.c;aii :i Ui .,-pp-s:ng the ALRB f unding to protest the 
vote ana puih i,,i. a new vote- The telegrams and let- 
ter^ ail D: iTit to Senator Clare Berryhiil : State 

Senate Brag , 6 a- ramen to, California 958i4 or .all 
, l (2i9) 52l-i936- 

Bco.io*.; who is from Stanislaus County — where 
the loc.:..-uu*w operation is located — is a large 
gi ape gt.wri .vtu selxs half his crop to Gailo 

lht: . - n the state Senate was actually 20-15 

m ;avv.r . : a $ j S million emergency appropriation to 
com mi. ,r. c ALRB’a operations through the end m the 
■:uiient fib ^ _>ca£ m June But a two- thirds * Ae 
(2/ vw-ms necessary because it was an emergency 

app i w p r l a . - - 1 a- n June of this year the ALRB win have 
an., the; .he..: when the general budget fir the 19 76- 
7 / i . s - ; i j. yea- w me s up tor approval - 

Siii-e January the growers ham made it 

known Uio. ttm.: pri.e for continued funding nr the 
ALRB war a s..ic= oi arasti- changes m the ejection 
pr. .ctbr There pi„pcsed changes included the alimin- 
at i;n ... J :ft. . permitting union organizes grow- 
er p : - p - r t > uni inclusion of labor tunUa.i.rs under 
the (id o:c.. i. .i rmpx->er m the law- E v ery proposed 
Lhange w a ~ CvCc unacceptable to the UFW 

Mc:-*nwh * x e , fi. -grower legislators began stamping 
the c-a, tci.mg g nwer s that they had been 'duped* 
int. -.jvntmg eie.uon law in the first pine 

and .ha gin 6 ;hat the state board, and in fact the 
whole p:. css., war biased m favor cf the UFW- 

UfW on-w-a r-x Lead 1 n Farm Elections 

Ihe UF.\ bur in ta~t taken a commanding 2-i lead 
Over the. IcaJiAos m elections held in the first 
live m.a:hr .i the law In the Imperial Valley near 
the Mexi.an b_,£uet where the winter lettuce season 
is ..rang n a ...se, most elections took place beiore 
the ALRB she duwn Results to date showed seven 
vnniies the Teamsters and twenty fox the UFW 

Ammg the Ufw’s most recent victories were vhe 
three laigert ran.hes m the area, Abatti Produce, 
Jdvko.n Enterprises, and the Bruce Chur eh Company 
In the Br jvc Church elections, held January 30, the 
UFW dcLtQwcd the Teamsters 462-3ll in an election 


that gives the UFW the right to represent Bruce 
Church workers in five different areas of Calif orni 

The Bruce Church win is the most significant c 
all for the UFW in the Imperial Valley, not only 
because it is the largest, but because the Teamster 
were considered to have tight control over many of 
the workers 

First UFW Contract From Elections 

Meanwhile, the first UFW contract to come fre 
the election process has been ratified by the worke 
of the giant Interharvest lettuce company, who vote 
last September to retain UFW representation by an 
1167-28 margin. The contract, ratified on January 2 
in Caiexico, raises the base wage for general field 
iaboi to $3-15 an hour, an increase of $1,00 over 
the first Interharvest contract signed in 19 7 0- 

The contract also contains provisions for a 
union- run hiring hall, a worker-elected ranch com- 
mittee and grievance committee, and such employer- 
paid benefits as a medical plan oriented especially 
a: _ and the needs of migrant workers. 

The Interharvest workers and UFW representativ 
have been negotiating the contract for several mont 
Representatives of the Western Growers Association 
alsu bargained for the company The contract is 
expe„ud to become themodel contract for all produc 
companies where the UFW wins elections- Already, 
fifteen other companies including the large Meyer 
Tomatoes of Salinas have indicated they will also 
sign the basic Interharvest contract. 

ALRB Apparatus Stops Cold 

The ALRB has already halted hearings on nearly 
80 tions held this past fall which are under 

.haixcnge by one side or another . At this stage 
th^re is no indication of how these elections will 
be res^ived Among them is the controversial Gallo 
£ltaun where hearings have been ehld on three dif 
ierent sets of issues including the all-important 
urie oi whether the strikers from the 1973 strike 
againsc Gaiu will be allowed to vote- 

Another major problem that the UFW will face 
as a iesj.it. ot the closing of the ALRB is protecti 
workers from being fired at ranches where the UFW 
wen La .king the unfair labor practice mechanism in 
the law, the union may return to strike action as 
a means it protecting these workers, 

Aiso set ba^k will be organizing campaigns al- 
ready begun by the union in Coachella, and Arvin- 
Lainonc These campaigns would have been the next 
i;.as ci ele. cions after the Imperial Valley 

—30— 

[Ir.anks to the New York UFW office for additional 
iDicrmation j 

************ A ************************************* 3& 

UNNECESSARY SURGERY 

NEW YORK :LNS) — In recent testimony before a 
Ho -Sc ~r Representatives subcommittee on the inci- 
dence of ... . s ..ly , unnecessary.,urgery in the United 
Su'cc, Sidney Wolfe of the Health Research Group 
m W a r h * :..gt on reported that a woman has a 45 3% 
whafl.c -i -nderguing a hysterectomy by the time she 
r e a ,hes a ge 0 
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NEW BOi-K ON UYPERaC r J VI r v 
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roijs myth 


T he- My th oi th ivra t i a j_ l v 
a n d • , he r Means o i Ch i .1 d Con i ro 1 
by Di.aie Divorky and Peter Schrag 
Pantheon Books, NA'. 1.9/5 
$10 

[Editor’s note: Ritalin it is estimated Unit 
some one million school children in the United States 
are administered this drug, or ethers like it, to 
control what doctors and school officials diagnose 
as ’’hyperactivity." Gertie Miller c lamines this grow- 
ing form of social control m the iol lowing book 
review which was first published in the February- 
March issue oi RI : A Journal of Radical Therapy, it 
has been edited and shortened by LNS.] 

BOSTON (RT/ LNS ) In the post live years there 
has been a profound shift in the way Americans and 
American institutions treat children," write Diane 
Divorky and Peter Schrag m The Myth Hyperactivity 
and Other Means or Child control - 

"The shift is pervasive, yet u subtle and com- 
plex that no simple label is adequate Drawing on 
hard medical evidence chat a small percentage of the 
population sutler^ tram brain damage and other 
neurological or emotional problems, schools, doctors 
and juvenile authorities have begun to attribute 
similar or reiatea aliments to an ii ions oi children 
who suffer rrom no sc lent i r i _ ai ly demonstrable ail- 
ments, but whose beha .. ior is regarded at troublesome 
to adults 

In The My t h oi Hy pe r a : 1 1 vi t y , tr.c authors show 
us that the advance of " ther apen t iJ' technology has 
reacned another segment oi the population children- 
This therapeutic technoxagy, inci cuing treatments 
like chemotherapy and psy . h^sar ge r y , has already been 
used on institutionalized people, mainly mental 
hospital and prison inmates. 

Though most miners aren't scuck iu institutions 
lull- time, childhood is in itseli an institution in 
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medical problem is tatting .ver in these systems -- 
so much so that r:'s getting very hard to tc.ll Class- 
rooms from courtrooms from counselors* offices. Th e 
Myth of Hyperactivity tic laments the how and why of 
this takeover . 

Children have always been disciplined by adults 
in authority -- by ch- use or the rod, threats, or 
bribes. Yet a recent "per’ asive shift" has taken place 
in the way children arc Created m this country. The 
oid , overtly brutal methods of child control (like 
corporal punishment/ are on the way out, and the 
new, more subtle met nods ; behavior modification) are 
in , 

Spankers Vs, Adjuster s 

Divorky and Schrag call this change of methods 
a conflict between "the spankers and the adjusters/’ 
They propose that "the adjusters" have won the battle, 
that their ideology has invaded the systems and 
institutions that govern children. 

One reason tor the victory of the "adjusters", 


suggest the authors, is that the reforms and the 
permissiveness in education in the 1960 T s have back- 
fired on kids. By the late sixties, many of the fund 
for liberal projects, for instance schools without 
walls, had dried up, and at the same time the kids 
who had tasted some of this freedom wanted more. 

Child experts were called on to deal efficientl 
and cheaply with this explosive situation of limited 
resources combined with an increasing demand. So the 
developed more sophisticated modes of "treating" 
socially dissatisfied children, relying more and mor 
on "preventative medicine," 

An example of a liberal reform that bred repres 
s ion is the now famous Supreme Court case (re: Gault 
that gave kids unprecedented legal rights in 1967 * I 
order to maintain control in the face of the youth 
rights created by re: Gault, authorities in schools 
and law enforcement agencies had to come up with 
ways of dealing with trouble-makers before their cas 
got close to court litigation (or better yet, before 
the kid becomes a "trouble-maker.") 

Liberal reforms backfired on kids in another 
way, because the reforms themselves opened the door 
for the new modes of "treatment/ 1 The Head Start 
program and others like it proposed that pre-school, 
"deprived" children should be tested for medical 
and dental problems in order to catch disease early. 
This "early intervention" concept has been adapted 
to include "neurological defects" and then "emotiona 
disorders." The end result is the subjection of youn 
children to batteries of psychological tests and 
screens, for "humane" reasons, of course. 

The Technology of Child Control 

There is a national trend toward medical treat- 
ment of social problems, starting at a more and more 
tender age, Divorky and Schrag state as their thesis 
in chapter one. But where and how is all this testin, 
screening, and treating of kids going on? Are many 
kids at fee ted by such programs? 

To answer these questions the authors take us 
step by step through the histories, dates, names 
and ideologies of each program, each new phase in 
the technology of child control. They prove that thi; 
technology is pervasive, that it affects millions of 
children directly, and all children indirectly. 

Chapter two, entitled "The Invention of a Disea 
shows how the concept of the hyperactive, "MBD" 
(Minimal Brain Damage) or "LD" (Learning Disabled) 
child was developed, and how fiercely it has taken 
root in schools and homes throughout the country 0 
And much of the research that has been done in the 
area of "hyperactivity," is self-fulfilling, 

A scientist will postulate, for example, that a 
child is "overactive" because of a neurological dis- 
order (the concepts of boredom and restlessness are 
never found in literature on hyperactivity) and then 
decide that some "medication" is called for (usually 
Ritalin, a form of speed). Then, because the child 
is affected by the drug (who wouldn’t be?) the exper 
sees conclusive evidence that the brain disease 
existed, if this method of proof seems dubious, that 
because it is. And yet much "proof" as doubtful as 
this has been used to support the varying claims 
by experts that five to thirty-five percent of the 
nation’s youth are somehow brain damaged. 
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Ritalin and Cylert are the two drugs most com- 
mon used m the treatment of the ’’disease 1 ’ of hyper- 
a.iivuy In i9'0, 2:0,000 children were on prescrip- 
tion medication ji tnese or similar drugs.. Now an 
estimated one million kids are taking them, and the 
number continues to skyrocket In a chapter entitled 
"The Smart Pm,” the authors provide detailed bio- 
graphies of these two drugs - 

Che king i or ’’Pre-Delinquents” 

Law enlargement has joined the MBD movement too, 
"m Matter „ i Pre-Delinquents/’ teiis us how the 

. jr.scpt oi the ”di d child" is being used by 

poiiLc agencies a±± over the country to circumvent 
the tew i i agile legal rights that kids have- Running 
wa} r i on hom,e talking back to the teacher too many 
times, and ”iiag desecration” are only a few of the 
manv kinds ji behs.i^r chat ^ an get a child the label 
"pre-delinquent” these days- 

Many ol the tests that claim tc identify "pre- 
delinquents” ate stupid to the point of absurdity. 

Like the one developed by two "experts” in 1971 that 
proposed that tendencies Lu uoitn.e could be deter- 


mine. a by 

ana 

1>Z 

tag 

the way 

a 

ch i id 

says 

the word 

’’bird ’ r 









Wh a 

t sh 

a- U 1 

dot 

v p cur 

tau 

ghcer 

and 

make us take 

l hese k. l 

od- 

or 

1 1 

Lao 

to" ser 

1 ou 

siy i 

s the 

tact that 

jijl 1 dW 

en r. o 

r v_e 

me n t 

agen.i 

es 

t ake 

them 

seriously <• 

The xabe 

1 pr 

e-d 

e x ip 

q u e o L 

an 

be us 

ed to 

justify the 

me an suit 

S 01 

t r 

eat merit, o r 

a 

semi- 

preba 

Lionary status 

i _ r the 

kid 

who 

had 

don- n 

o th 

mg i 

i iega 

1 - 


"Ihe Dossiers :i Children” do _ument s where all 
this ,j*ic .ted ir- tor mat ion goes and how the printed 
Wwid be-. .mes the big st Lv.k The authors conclude 
that one or the worst et. tests ot all this testing 
and keeping ot extensive psych olcgi :al records on 
people is that cl wh.ie generation of "dossierized 
chu-dren” has now been c reared - 

In the last .hapten, "Therapy, Punishment, and 
Central," the authors explain why they feel that 
the new way oi "treating” children exerts a stronger 
control over them than the older, more violent methods. 
The new technology i - oniy _onsidered humane because 
the overt brutality •. r the , Id methods makes the 
"saeri in; apprce.h” seem tame. 

"S ince thiidttr. , by social definition, fall 
into a sort oi legal and social no— man T s— land in 
whi.h education, training and treatment, punishment, 
and management, flU ever lapping and often inter- 

changeable, and sin.e they ate children, they are 
r he most vulnerable and a., cessible targets ol social 
... jiiuji," write Di^rkv and Schrag 

fortunately ocr hildren (and ourselves) are 
not vet completely vulnerable to the label-makers 
and medication experts The appendix of The Myth of 
H ype r ac t i vi cy t on tains helplul advice on how to 
sale guard your rights as a minor. We can learn the 
laws that aiiect us and adopt guerilla tactics when 
those taws aren’t protecting us: "It you're sitting 
in an oil ice waiting r. or someone to interpret (read 
ta v’ou) your regards, open the lile and read them 
( y o u t s e 1 1 ) 

The appendix ax so includes a listing of legal 
and education j r gun i za Lions concerned with the rights 
of minors. 

Despite the expose nature of the book and the 


legitimately paranoid feeling it leaves you with, 
Divorky and Schrag cannot be accused of witch-huntin' 
They are always careful to present the complexities 
of the situation; they point to no central conspiracy 
of adults as responsible for the growth of the myth 
ol hyperactivity. 

Common Interests 

Instead, they show that different groups of 
adults in authority — teachers, parents, doctors et< 
~ are allied because their interests are compatible 
not because ot a comprehensive master plan 

Differences exist in the concerns of adults who 
nonetheless become allies in their actions.- For in- 
stance, the authors discuss the reasons for the al- 
liance between schools, doctors, drug companies and 
parents in promoting the concept and treatment of 
the hyperactive child^ Drug companies are motivated 
by profit and the school authorities are motivated 
by their desire for quiet classrooms. 

But what about the burgeoning organizations of 
the parents of MBD or LD children? What are their 
motives? These are not anti-drugging groups, but 
rather are made up oi adults who often seek out 
diagnosis and medication lor their kids - 

The authors describe the dilemmas of the parent: 
sympathetically — their kids are upset or are 
singled out by teachers and others for their bad 
behavior-” A medical diagnosis of some kind of neur- 
ological disease absolves both the parent and the 
child of any responsibility for the troublesome 
situation - 

Through concern for their kids and/or a willing- 
ness to accept a sterile, "blameless” solution, 
parents often join the alliance of authorities and 
doctors against their children - 

A scary book for bedtime reading, The Myth of 
Hyperactivi ty may cause nightmares because it opens 
our eyes to the nightmarish situation surrounding us 
It also arms us with history, tacts and a clear 
analysis of why and how children are the latest 
targets of social control. It’s a self-defense manua 
for us all — under 18, ex-kids, friends and parents 
of children alike 

— 30 — 

[ SEE GRAPHICS TO GO WITH THIS REVIEW - For more inf or 
mat ion about RT : A Journal ot Radical Therapy, write 
to PO Box 89, W. Somerville, MA^ 02144- ] 
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WHERE WILL IT ALL END?? 

NEW YORK (PBC/LNS) --We * ve alre ady heard about 
the Bicentennial toilet seat — the one with red, 
white and blue stripes on the top of the lid, and 
a gold embossed eagle on simulated mahogany undemea 
But why stop there? Our commitment to American needn 
end with a mere flush - 

Another company is now cat thing on — E^C.Loomi 
Company, a California plumbing firm, has just put 
on display a red, white and blue septic tank- 

— 30 — 
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Bicentennial Clap-Trap News? 

Tell LNS All About It - 
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; b attempts to tighten grip on Puerto rico 

NEW iORK vLNS- — The United States is now moving 
* . s i : cl, gtnen and "xcgaiUc" its colonial domination 

Puerto R: vi :n a new bill in Congress, 

Kri^wn ;inaau\ a- the ’’Compact of Permanent 
U niir Between Puerto kko and the U,S,, M its writers 
pledged t^ "develop the maximum ot self-government 
within the name work ~i Commonwealth , • - compatible 
with i he US” 

Bii supporters oi Puerto Rican independence say 
the r^ai eric or the bin will be to allow the Unted 
United States u remr-ne its claim that Puerto Rico 
n an " intc ; noi amir,” a move aimed at blunting grow- 
ing international aupp^:t nr the independence move- 
me r : i n P ue t u R ' . j At the s ame t ime , it calls for 
dur ..i mba.Krs ;n the axitady strained living stan- 
da r g s oi t he P tit r l *.• Rc - an people 

Ihc bi.i pLcicUtcd to Congress in December af- 

r e l tn veat s .1 p .anntng b; ¥ a committee composed of 
seven Alter l.ans app.xoc-d Djy the president and seven 
Fuert. R:,ats app-.m.cd by t tie governor ot Puerto Rico* 
The Aint £ i »_ a a s it . i-dc bt O q tor James B uc. kc le y , oil ind us 
T Liiist Paul N. HjW'-xi ai:d ^ther businessmen and 
p.^xiti- tan- ; the P.cit_ Rians include Angel Rivera, 
pie-id-rnt ei baf* - credit., j aime Benitez, Puerto 
Ri. ’ - "irpur. n the U-S Congress, and Luis 

M^n.i Met: m , o rric : of Puerto Rico. 

;n rhe t . c a i iu^w _n :ne Dili before the House 
- : _ > i Co mill ; t - r ~ 5 w h i . h b c g an on J an u a r y 10 , Carlos 
; r . ; ls.i ^ i ; nr p : .. ~ . " ar p _ n den ce P uer to Rican Socialist 
in „ s ! PSP test.n-d da.j ’’The anticipated legisla- 
r i,n [ j j oo ; . - i y n a n a - 1 o 1 impe ria' rule over a 

....ri), The p.iiu a a. minion that you exercise over 
w ^ i p e pic- i _ d . e- i » tuded u p _/ n an act o t war 

1 h propped C tnp a t would, tor the first 1 1 me , 
exempt Puciu R' - 1 1 mn -pe.iiied federal legislation 

w 1 1 1 h 1 . 1 War pr c , l . -s l'j OjDje. i to "Soon the 3 mil- 
_ n inhabitin' r m Puerto Ri^o, without losing the 
bo I- ci its oi U r . i .liTtship , may be able to decide 
wn: n U b law- *pp.\> i o them,” the Christian 

S m c Mo oil. i c p _• l ’ c d xc.cnc.iy But the ± aw s that 

p u ci i . Ru. Wii* be cAcJipiwd from, according to the 
C.oiipa .i, arte :h^=e pi.Lb .ung minimum wages, oceupa- 
i ..ddi health and sateiy regulations and environmental 
- r nda i ds 

i he s c a 1 1 ■. m p - ~ c j make i ab o r on the 1 1> i an d e v en 
i, caper , d i _/ ti g w 1 1 n r ^ h j t i e r 5 by ch e P ue 1 1 o R i c an 
g... . . x'nmtni a^ me t c imbur semen t of any new investor 
. mpany c t i" 1 ! -i ax. - ab , r. .. osts during the t list two 
vcai s ri its ep.- l aiivfi x n Puerto Rico, are Washington’s 
a~.u the colonial g*_ vc r rnTitu' * =■ answers to the recession 
w i'i i . h has hit Pucic. R: . . cvr.. harder than the U.S, 
E- v ghL\-nve per v = nL ,l P ieri. Rican industry is con- 
r x , xlcd by U S _ : p .. r a c i on - 

The onempi ..yment rate in Puerto Rico is 

,9 91 , but 1? ”dDju i -> 0 % when ro-arn is made for the thou- 
sands who die n.c in.ioded in the statistics because 
'hc\ gave up .joking ioi work,” as the New York Times 
admitted i n a i e . - n c a r t 1 . i c 

The prop- red <•_ . ; mitia non ot the minimum wage will 
ai,.w v OI pc rat ionr ta drive labor costs even lower, es- 
p c rally in view or the high unemployment rate* 


to attract more American capital to Puerto Rico* The 
committee recently submitted a long list of hard- 
nosed” proposals to the Puerto Rican government , 
including: 

— A three-year wage freeze on all government em- 
ployees (28% of the workforce) ; 

— Pressure to restrain wage increases in the pri- 
vate sector, and if possible, to impose the same curbs 

—Reduction, if not suspension, of federal mini- 
mum wage standards; 

— No price controls; 

—A ’’thorough review” of ’’fringe benefit” gains 
won by Puerto Rican workers in the past; 

— Placing government— owned utilities on a ton- 
subsidized basis,” that is, charging higher rates; 

— Cut back on government expenditures; 

— Provide additional tax incentives for U.S C cor- 
porations investing in Puerto RicOo 

While Puerto Rican workers have led recent mili- 
tant strikes and opposition to cutbacks, the government 
of Rafael Hernandez Colon has consistently sponsored 
these types of measures as the solution for the cur- 
rent economic crisis, 

” Permanent Union” 

The Compact introduces the concept of ’’permanent 
union” to bolster the U,S* claims that Puerto Rico is 
its ’’internal affair-” The Puerto Rican Solidarity 
Committee in the U~S. sees this move to tighten U,So 
control over the island as a result of the discussion 
of Puerto Rican independence in the United Nations 
Decolonization Committee, as well as the growing inter 
national support for Puerto Rican independence, and 
’’the emergence of a firmly based solidarity movement i 
the U,S for the first time,” 

When the issue of Puerto Rico is brought up again 
in the U,N„, the U.S, would like to be able to point t 
the Compact, in order, according to Juan Mari Bras ^ of 
the PSP, to ’’give legal basis to the United States’ 
claim that the discussion of the Puerto Rican case 
is an ’undue intervention of the U ~N in the internal 
affairs of the UoS,' ” 

In response to the growing independence movement 
in Puerto Rico, the United States is attempting to 
solidify its control while softening its image. The 
Compact calls for a change in Puerto Rico’s status fre 
a ’’Commonwealth” to a ’’Free Associated State ” Simi- 
larly, the change from ’’Colony” to ’’Commonweal th”- aipe 
1952 because of the massive growth of the independence 
movement at that time, led by Don Pedro Albizu Campos, 

These changes, which the US, portrays as conces- 
sions in a relationship it identifies as something in 
between a colony and an independent state, have 
’’changed nothing in the colonial relationship between 
the United States and Puerto Rico except its name,” 
according to the Puerto Rico Solidarity Committee - 

"Independence is required as an indispensable pre 
requisite to the exercise of self-determination,” Juar 
Mari Bras declared in the U«N, S and "since Puerto Rice 
has not had independence at any time since the armed 
invasion by the U,S. in 1898,” its legal status "canne 
be validated by plebiscite, elections, or any me chan is 
whatsoever that maintains the present system” 

-30- 

(Thanks to Claridad, Puerto Rico Libre, and the 
Guardian for some of this information,) 


In addition : me Compact committee, a "Committee 

t. Study PucrtJ Ri ^’s Finances’,' headed by Yale Econom- 

i s protest. .a jaiTicr T v. b i n ? has been inv estigating ways _ . 
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TOP RIGHT: Hard Times Conference, Chicago, January 

30-February 1, 1976. 


TOP LEFT: A photograph taken in Bogota, 

Columbia in the summer of 1970. 


Kathy Dorsey, Brooklyn organizer and employee of 
A.T.T. testified at the tribunal and later spoke 
at a plenary session. 


SEE STORY ON PAGE ONE. 
CREDIT: Howie Epstein/LNS 


SEE NEXT PACKET FOR THE STORY ON THE CONFERENCE. 


CREDIT: LNS Womens Graphics 


SECOND RIGHT: Hard Times Conference, Chicago, 

January 30-February 1, 1976. 

The cultural presentation, Saturday night, was 
a highlight of the conference. 


MIDDLE LEFT: Liberty for political 

prisoners in Latin America. 

COULD GO WITH STORY ON PAGE ONE. 

CREDIT: LATIN AMERICAN WORKING GROUP/LNS 

CREDIT: LNS Womens Graphics 

THIRD RIGHT: Hard Times Conference, Chicago, 

January 30-February 1, 1976. 

Vernon Bellecourt, National Coordinator of the 
American Indian Movement addressing a Saturday 
plenary session. 

LOOK OUT FOR THE STORY IN THE NEXT PACKET. 


Ail the performers gathered at the end to sing, 
"The Working People Gonna Rise". They included: 
Teatro Movimlento Primavera, At is Indepandan, 
Jeanne Mackey and Mary Trevor, Betty Garcia, Bill 
Horwitz, Guy Carawan, the Fiction Brothers, the 
George Jackson Players, Bev Grant and the Human 
Condition, and Barbara Dane. 

SEE STORY NEXT TIME. 


CREDIT: LNS Womens Graphics 

BOTTOM LEFT: This advertisement was 

paid for by the Economic Development 
Administration of Puerto Rico. It boasts 
of one hundred per cent tax exemptions, 
no corporate or personal taxes (ie. no 
tax on corporate income, real or personal 
property, municipal taxes, license fees) 
for up to twenty-five years, a profit- 
BOTTOM RIGHT: CIA pcuiution. to-sales ratio averaging 48.9 per cent 

in the chemical industry, "reasonable 

CREDIT: Peg Averili/LNS labor", and duty free access to the U.S. 

market’. 

COULD GO WITH THE STORY ON PAGE SIX. 

CREDIT: LNS 
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MBD: naming and 
defining if 

Minima! Brain Disfunction 
The Strauss Syndrome 
The Brain Injured Child 
The Hyperactive Child 
Minima] Brain Injury 
l'he Brain Damaged Child 
Minimal Brain Damage 
Minimiil Neurologic Handicap 
The Hyperkinetic Child 
] tyslexia 

Chronic Brain Syndrome 
The Perceptually Handicapped Child 
The Perceptually Disabled Child 
The Dysfunctioning Child 
Development Imbalance 
MaturationaJ Lag 

Central Nervous System Dysfiirdior) 
The Child With Cognitive Defects 
Neurophysiologic Immaturity 
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He is a tnal to his teacher, a heart- 
breaking problem to his parents, and 
a pariah to his classmates. 

He is the child with Minimal Brain 
Disfunction (MBD). And he is not a 
rare specimen 

It is often noted that the child 
with MBD expresses himself with 
frankness and candor. This is often 
refreshing in its- honesty but lackir^ in 
soda] judgement by conventional 
standards. 


W *>37* *■**:■*' 
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Excerpts from "Who Is The MBD Child?, " a 
pamphlet distributed to doctors by CIBA Co 
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jF GRaVh:;.5 ABOUT THE OVER-USE OB DRUGS IN PRESENT' MEDICAL PRACTICE IN THE U.S., 
//; r SOME SPE T F I hvllY ABOUT CHILDREN DlkGNCSED FOR HYPERACTIVITY. 


T DP RIGHT Children on drugs, 

CO E 5 W , T ^ ajRT . ■ x.E ON PACE 4 0 

.RED.! PT A JO'JRNaX OF RADICAL THERAPY /LNS 


TOP I, EFT: Part of pamphlet on minimal brain 
damage and children put out by CIBA Co., one 
of the manufacturers of Ritalin, the main 
drug given to children diagnosed as hyperactive. 

COES WITH ARTICLE ON PAGE 4. 

CREDIT: RT : A JOURNAL OF RADICAL THERAPY /LNS 


M i DD i E R i G , -- : ' T Sku 1 1 wl Eh pi 11s. 

R F D 7 T .■? ^ / m p n r . Dura n c e a u / B ULL E w L‘ lN POP U LA .1 RE / 

LNS 


MIDDLE LEFT: Pill-filled child. 
GOES WITH ARTICLE ON PAGE 4. 
CREDIT": LNS Women’s Graphics 
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Bill Plympton/HEALTH BOTTOM LEFT: Doctors pushing pills 

CREDIT: Suzanne Duranceau /BULLET IN POPULAIRE/LNS 
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